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words of general ufe ; words employed chiefly 
in poetry ; words obfolete ; words which are ad- 
mitted only by particular writers, yet not in them- 
felves improper ; words ufed only in bmrlefque writ- 
ing ; and words impure and barbarous. 

Words of general ufe will be known by having 
no fign of particularity, and their various fenfes will 
be fupported by authorities of all ages. 

The words appropriated to poetry will be diftin- 
guiffied by fome mark prefixed, or will be known by 
having no authorities but thofe of poets. 

Of antiquated or obfolete words, none will be in- 
ferted but fuch as are to be found in authors who 
wrote fince the acceffion of Elizabeth, from which we 
date the golden age of our language ; and of tneie 
many might be omitted, but that the reader may re- 
quire, with an appearance of reafon, that no difficulty 
mould be left unrefolved in books which he finds 
himfelf invited to read, as conMed and eftabhffied 
models of ftile. Thefe will be hkewile pointed out 
by fome note of exclufion, but not of drlgrace. 

The words which are found only in particular 
books will be known by the fingle name ol him 
that bas ufed them; but fuch will be 
either their propriety, elegance, or force, or JtoJ^ 


putation of their authors 9 affords fome extraordinary 
reafon for their reception. 

w „™ ufed in burlefque and familiar compofitions, 
wi l7b kS mentioned with their proper autho- 
ri L fu h as dudgeon from Butler, and kafing from 
S£or, and Will be diligently charaftenfed by marks of 
diftinction. 

Barbarous or impure words and expreffions may 
be branded with fome note of infamy, as they aie care 
folly o be eradicated wherever they are found ; and 
they occur too frequently even in the beft writers. 
As in Pope, 

in endlefs vcvourhurl W. 

'tis thefe that early taint the female foul. 

In Addifon, 

Attend to what a lejfer mufe indites. 

And in Dryden, 

A dreadful quiet felt, and worfer far 
Than arms 

If this part of the work can be well performed, it will 
be equivalent to the propofal made by Boileau to the 
academicians, that they fliould review all their polite 
writers, and corred fuch impurities as might be 

found 


